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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Arguments, filed 1/26/07, with respect to the Office 
Action mailed out on 7/26/06 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 
Office Action of 7/26/06 has been withdrawn. 

(a) Applicant argues that neither Burroughs or Hebsgaard disclose the claimed 
limitations as recited in claim 14. 

The Examiner has withdrawn the previous Office Action in light of how the claims 
were read. For the current Office Action, the Examiner has maintained the same 
references, but has interpreted the references differently. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

.2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 14, and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Burroughs in view of Hebsgaard. 
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As for claim 14, Burroughs teaches a system for associating a plurality of 
upstream channels with a plurality of downstream channels, all of said upstream 
channels and downstream channels operating on a communications device, comprising: 

(a) a media access controller (Burroughs cable modem is DOCSIS compliant; it 
is inherent for a DOCSIS modem to have a MAC; [0023]) including: 

a filter (receiver 301 - fig. 3) for receiving a bandwidth allocation message 
(configuration file; during initialization the CMTS sends a configuration file to its 
respective CM - [0025]. Only the CMTS can assign the upstream channel in which the 
CM can communicate with the CMTS. Hence, a bandwidth allocation message is 
transmitted by assigning a particular upstream channel to a CM- [0027].) from a first 
communication device (first CMTS; 103 - fig. 1) or a second communication device 
(alternate CMTS), 

wherein said filter (301) processes authorization instructions to authenticate said 
bandwidth allocation message, wherein said filter includes a primary filter (301) for 
receiving a bandwidth allocation message produced by the first communications device 
(The receiver of the cable modem receives the configuration file and transmits 
information on its respective upstream channel accordingly - [0025]); and 

a second filter (301 ) for receiving a bandwidth allocation message from the 
second communications device (In the event that the first CMTS fails, the alternate 
CMTS transmits Its configuration information which the receiver 301 picks up and 
transmits accordingly. - [0028], lines 11+), 
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a parse processor (305 - fig. 3) for formatting said bandwidth allocation message 
for a designated upstream channel in response to said configuration signal being 
authenticated - [0043] - [0044]; 

(b) a bandwidth allocation memory (307 - fig. 3) for selecting and/or storing said 
bandwidth allocation message from said parse processor - [0044]; and 

(c) at least one upstream signal receiver, wherein said bandwidth allocation 
memory is operable to forward said bandwidth allocation message to the upstream 
signal receiver that is operable to utilize said bandwidth allocation message to anticipate 
the arrival of an upstream signal - [0044]. 

Burroughs discloses wherein each CMTS includes at least one communications 
port by which it may communicate with another CMTS. However, Burroughs fails to 
teach the system communicates over a slave interface. 

In an analogous art, Hebsgaard discloses such a set up - (Abstract, Fig. 3, p. 4, 
line 26 -p. 5, line 11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Burrough's invention to include wherein the system 
communicates over a slave interface; as taught by Hebsgaard, for the advantage of 
providing an efficient method of synchronizing various CMTS stations. 

The limitations of Claim 18 are also inherent in light of the rejection of Claim 14. 
As previously discussed, during initialization procedures, bandwidth and upstream 
channels are allocated. Since any one CMTS can service multiple downstream 
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modems, it is inherent the CMTS have some form of memory used to store each 
modems respective bandwidth allocation and upstream channel. Accordingly, 
Burroughs et al anticipate each and every limitation of Claim 18. 

As for claim 19, Burroughs fails to teach wherein said authorization instructions 
includes an interface bit capable of being set to accept or reject a request from a source 
of said bandwidth allocation message. 

In an analogous art, Hebsgaard teaches a system which transmits control bits 
which are used to determine if the time-stamp is valid - (p. 7, lines 35-39). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Burroughs*s invention to include a system which 
transmits control bits which are used to determine if the time-stamp is valid, as taught 
by Hebsgaard, for the advantage of determining whether the transmitted MAP info is 
valid. 

As to Claim 20, it is inherent the CMTS have some form of memory used to 
identify which CMTS is available as a backup. Moreover, since the system operates in 
real-time, whenever a CMTS fails, the parameters of the backup CMTS must be 
updated to mirror those of the failing CMTS. Accordingly, Burroughs et al anticipate 
each and every limitation of Claim 20. 
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As to Claim 21, it is inherent the CMTS and modem have a MAP extractor in 
order to decode the transmitted MAP. Accordingly, Burroughs et al anticipate each and 
every limitation of Claim 21. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sumaiya A. Chowdhury whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8567. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571)272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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